Surface carbohydrates and surface lectins are recognition determinants in phagocytosis.
Phagocytic cells constantly come into contact with various cells and particulate materials, yet in the absence of antibody they attach to and ingest only some of them. The molecular basis for this selective recognition, discussed here by Nathan Sharon, seems on recent evidence to lie in interactions between lectins and sugars on the surface of the phagocytes and the particles they engulf.